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HOW TO JOIN 

The Descendants welcome applications from all who share our interests and objectives.  

Membership is limited to individuals who prove descent from an illegitimate son or daughter of a king, an 
illegitimate son or daughter of the child of a king, or an illegitimate son or daughter of the grandchild of a 
king of England, Scotland, Wales, Great Britain, or the United Kingdom. 

To 

 to info@royalbastards.org. The applicant may receive some guidance at that 
point, or may be informed that the line is known to be invalid. If given a green light, the applicant will 
receive the lineage paper, described below. It is to be filled out as completely as possible and sent, together 
with supporting documentation, review fee, and dues (see below), to: 

Descendants of the Illegitimate Sons and Daughters of the Kings of Britain  
20043 Nicodemus Mill Road 
Keedysville, MD 21756 

The completed lineage paper is submitted through the Descendants to the Herald-Genealogist, who must 
be satisfied not only with the correctness of the line, but also that it meets the Descendants’ scholarly 
threshold of care and reliance on probative evidence. A valid line of descent is not the sole criterion for 
membership. 
 

APPLICATION FEE AND LIFE MEMBER DUES 

The Descendants’ application review fee is $200, and life member dues are $400 (US). Both are payable at 
the time of application by check or money order to Descendants of the Illegitimate Sons and Daughters of the 
Kings of Britain. 

Applicants ordinarily receive a letter of review summarizing the principal strengths and shortcomings of 
the application. If an application is not approved, the applicant may amend and resubmit the application, 
with no additional processing fee, up to 12 months following initial review. No refund of the review fee is 
made if an applicant is not admitted to membership. 
 

LINEAGE PAPER INSTRUCTIONS 

An application for membership consists of the multi-page lineage paper form received from the Secretary, 
together with copies of all documentation cited to substantiate each statement in the application. The 
current lineage paper form was updated in November 2020. The form is to be filled out using Microsoft 



Word or similar software, then printed out and submitted on paper. Proofs may be submitted on paper, or 
may be submitted digitally as a PDF dossier. 

Page 1 is the applicant information section. It requires the applicant’s full name, contact information and 
signature. The grey section marked “For Officers’ Use” should be left blank.  

Page 2 concerns generation 1 of the lineage—the ancestral monarch. In the indicated space, enter the name 
of the king from whom the line claims descent, followed by known birth, marriage (or non-marital 
partnership) and death data for the monarch and spouse or concubine. The monarch’s birth and death date 
and place include no footnotes, since these data likely fall into a category of commonly-ascertainable 
encyclopedic knowledge. Every other fact on this page and subsequent pages is to be accompanied by a 
footnote citation to evidence explicitly supporting that fact. At the foot of each page, provide one or 
more citations to authoritative sources for each fact (dates and places). Some cited sources will be 
identical within a page, or identical from page to page. Each page includes drop-down choices for some of 
the fields (for example “married” vs. “did not marry” for the relationship between the partners; “on,” 
“in,” “by,” or “about” for years and dates; etc.).  

Page 3 of the form is for generation 2, and so forth down to the last generation which includes the applicant 
(discard unused pages). Among the footnote citations, the first footnote on each page after page 2, 
attached to the individual’s name, is for specific evidence that the individual in that generation is the 
child of the preceding generation. 

 

PROVIDING EVIDENCE 

The Descendants require each applicant to prove qualifying descent to the satisfaction of the Herald-
Genealogist. The burden of proof rests with the applicant. No application can be approved that does not 
cite adequate evidence for every statement made.  

To substantiate the lineage, the application must include probative evidence (on paper or PDF) as follows: 

Carefully cite and supply (as photocopies or PDFs) probative primary evidence for each genealogical 
statement and for the connection between consecutive generations in the lineage section (footnote 1 
for each generation after the first). 

Baptismal, burial, or probate data, and the like, may be substituted for birth and death dates where 
only these are known. For unmarried partners, use the “did not marry” field option and omit place 
and date in the space that follows. An analytical secondary source that includes the deduction of a date 
range for an event (like the death of an individual) can be cited to support a date in such form as “by 
1358” or “in or after 1644.” Dates should be of the form day, month (written out, not by number), and 
year, in that order. It is expected that old style (double-year) dates be used when and if relevant. In 
each generation the child of the preceding generation is the first partner. 

Facts may be supported with citations to secondary sources if and only if those sources are: 

o Scholarly sources containing citations to specific evidence supporting stated facts, when the 
sources are generally acknowledged by experts to be authoritative. This means especially the 
Complete Peerage or Scots Peerage, but may also include authoritative articles in genealogical 
journals. The citation must include a brief identification of the actual evidence. 

o Family histories and other compiled genealogies that identify and quote the evidence sufficient 
to establish facts in the lineage. 

Any secondary source cited must specify the evidence that supports a genealogical statement. A 
fact is not sufficiently documented if the secondary source includes a paragraph of statements 



followed by a group of undifferentiated citations. Each citation in the lineage paper must identify the 
evidence for each fact. Entries in Complete Peerage more consistently identify the evidence for specific 
facts (like death dates) than modern royal-descent compendia.  

Photocopies or PDFs of all sources cited in the application must be included, with two exceptions: 

o Cited pages of the Complete Peerage or the Scots Peerage. 
o Applications having one or more generations in common with earlier applications recently 

approved by the same Herald-Genealogist. In these cases, applicants need only cite the sources 
supporting the shared generations, and need not submit photocopies. The Herald reserves the 
right to request copies if needed. 

A source in a language not known to the Herald–Genealogist should be submitted together with an 
English translation. If in doubt, ask the Herald–Genealogist. 

It will be evident that typical traditional genealogical publications do not meet the Descendants’ 
standards for documentation, and should not be cited as the sole support of statements in an application. 
This includes many books and articles accepted as ‘standard’ in other hereditary societies, such as: 

Most collected lineages of royal and noble ancestry, including Ancestral Roots, Magna Carta 
Sureties, and Americans of Royal Descent. Newer editions of such works, such as Richardson’s 
Plantagenet Ancestry or Royal Ancestry, cite primary and secondary sources for a generation en masse, not 
assigned to support individual statements. Such works are finding aids that do not complete the 
obligation of proof: the applicant must identify the actual evidence for each fact asserted. 

Compendia of various other families or lineages, often erroneous and/or without cited sources, such 
as those produced by Burke’s, Virkus, Wurts, other hereditary societies, etc. 

Heraldic visitations. They may be submitted as supporting evidence for parentage or a fact, but the 
Herald may require additional evidence. Many visitation pedigrees were either fraudulent or in error 
on specifics. As a rule of thumb, visitation pedigrees are good evidence of relationships close to the 
year the pedigree was made, but more unreliable the further back one goes. 

Applicants should be aware that some applications to the Descendants are not approved. Some of those 
applications even follow lines previously approved for the same applicant by other well-known hereditary 
societies. Applications on a line considered genealogically sound by the Herald-Genealogist, but presented 
with insufficient documentation, may be revised and accepted. Alternatively, applications following 
problematic lines of descent can sometimes be revised to follow a different, unambiguously sound line, and 
accepted. We strongly advise applicants to study this summary of the Descendants’ standards of evidence 
and documentation. 

Applicants should appreciate that the Herald-Genealogist cannot correct applications, nor do independent 
research to confirm unsupported assertions. It is in the applicant’s best interest to make the submitted 
lineage paper as complete as possible. 

Always keep a copy of all submitted materials; do not send originals (the Descendants do not require 
certified, embossed originals of recent vital-record documents). 
 

 


